
-01: 830: 421:01      Advanced Topics in Social Psychology:      

INTERSECTIONS OF SPORT AND SEXUALITY 

2008 Course Topical Outline and Readings 

Meets 7
th

 and 8
th

 Period from 6:10 to 9:00 p.m. on THURSDAYS 

Room 101     Bishop House on College Avenue      (732) 932-2300                       

Senior Dean of Students Mark Schuster        seniordean@echo.rutgers.edu 
 

Thursday, January 24  

Introductions of course and each other: goals, expectations and grades.   

CONTEXT: Theoretical Framework of Sociology, Psychology, Critical Theory  

  and Cultural Studies of Sport 

Watch   Gender Games: OUTing Sport as a Male Preserve: 

         Schuster‟s video on gender, sport and sexuality (1998). 

READ FOR NEXT WEEK (Will follow this pattern each week): 

Required: Jay Coakley (2007 a & b)        Chapters 1 and 2 

Suggested:  Eric Dunning (1994/1986)*= Classic Article 

 

January 31 

Discussion of “Gender Games” video  …PUT YOUR “TWO CENTS” IN…and ONLY Two!                  

Ways of Knowing (Epistemology) Discussion…Social Psychology CONTEXT  Bandura 

Interactive  Team Time Line of Bench Marks of Sport, Gender and Sexuality  

From Naked Olympics (Ancient Greece) to CURRENT Naked Truth 

Required: William Wright (2005) Harvard‟s Secret Court, Chapters 5 & 6.       AND  

Lord (2007) 1936 Olympics  OR  Crompton (1994) „An Army of Lovers:‟ The sacred band of 

Thebes.  OR  Perrottet (2004) The Naked Olympics, Chapters IV & XV  OR  Lucas (2000)*   

Look at Billy Bean  Video Speech at      www.GLAF.org 

Suggested: Hutchison (2005); Definitions: Greenfield (2005) and lipsyte (1999). 

Pink Triangle Readings: Machtan (2001); Seel (1995); Haeberle (1989); and Plant (1986).  

 

February 7 

Lecture: Hornet‟s Nest…and the (Drag) Queens were stinging mad: Socioherstorical 

Overview of Sport, Gender, and Sexuality from Ancient Greece to stonewall to The 

Horizontal Hostility of the Gay Games Vs. The OUTGames… 

Watch Parts of Documentary   PARAGRAPH 175    Pink Triangle & Gays in Holocaust 

Are Alpha Males Dead? From Metrosexual to the Uber Complex: LGBTQ to Xena… 

Pop culture and media interpretations of changing, fluid and multiple definitions  

of sexual expression.  

If You Were Meant To Drown, You Won‟t Hang:  

The Nature vs. Nurture  Class Educational Debate on Sexuality.     

Required:  Susan Birrell (2000)* & Coakley (2005) Ch 3: sport Inspiration or Opiate?  

Suggested: Dowling (2000); Festle (1997a); Fallows (1996)* and Nelson (1994 b) 

 

February 14th Happy Valentine’s Day 

FIRST ANALYSIS PAPER DUE (15 pts.) 

“The Stronger Women Get, the More Men Love Football”…and the More They  

Both Hate Feminism.   Feminist, Cultural Studies, Queer and Postmodern  

Theoretical frameworks for critiquing sport.   



Required: Chapters 1 (sykes) & 3 Chapter 3 (Eng) in Caudwell‟s  

SPORT, SEXUALITIES, and QUEER/THEORY.                            
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February 21 

FIRST ANALYSIS PAPER DUE (15 pts.) 

Situating Hybridity: Archetti‟s (1999) Masculinities in Football, Polo and Tango. 

Barbie Dolls, “Girlie Mans,” and Action Figures: The body as a contested site, 

 Body Dysmorphia, symbolic violence, and technologies of the body. 

Required:  Trujillo (1995)*and Turkel (2000)  

Peruse the Bios of Out LGBTQ Athletes at      www.OUTsports.com/outathletes/ 

 

February 28 

FIRST ANALYSIS PAPER DUE (15 pts.)…LAST OPPORTUNITY  

Distribution of PARTICIPATION SELF GRADE             

Sean Smith, Athlete Testimonial: Rutgers Alum and Former Assistant Swim Coach 

SITUATING HYBRIDS, HYBRIDITY, MESTIZA and FLUID GENDER IDENTIES IN MOTION & SPORT 

Watch select segments of Pumping Iron II: the Women (1986) (the movie). 

Required: Lowe (1998) OR  Patton (2001) OR  Wesely (2001) OR Obel (2002) OR 

Helstein (2005)  

Luganis(1995); Lipsyte (1999); Jamieson (2003); Jimerson (2003); Frank (2003); 

Koblin (2004); Blackshaw & Crabbe (2004); Simmons (2006) and Sessums (2007); 

 

March 6  

Beginning of Class: Portions of the documentary   Straight Acting (2005).   

Discussion of film Pumping Iron II 

The Individual vs. Culture in Social Psychology Discussion: Updating Freudian, 

Psychoanalytic Theories of the Phallus, Body image, and Self-efficacy. 

SUBMIT YOUR PARTICIPATION SELF GRADE   

Required:  Brief Outline of Psycho-analytic Theory AND Fussell (1992)* OR 

POPE et al (2000)* OR  Pronger (2003)* OR Laurendeau (2004) 

Peruse the Bios of Out LGBTQ Athletes at      www.OUTsports.com/outathletes/ 

Ch 7 & 8: Burstyn (1999); Lyubomirsky et al (2001); Bean (2003); Evans (2003); 

Boyle et al (2006); Chapters 2 & 3: Finley & Finley (2006) and Tewksbury (2007) 

 

March 13 

Video Clip EseraTuallo (former NFL player) 

Body Fascism: The Male and Female Body as Psychosocial AnxietY. 

Body Dismorphia, “ROIDS”, self-loathing, Playing While Hurt and Eating Disorders 

Required:  Read CAUDWELL CHAPTERS 4, 5, 6, 8* and 9     

Brekhus (2003); Chashmore & Parker (2003); Suggs (2005); Donahue et al (2006) 

 

SPRING BREAK….The “Ides” of March (the 15th) 

NO CLASS! SPRING BREAK (March15 to March 23) HOPE YOU ARE GOING SOMEWHERE FUN! 

 

 

http://www.outsports.com/outathletes/
http://www.outsports.com/outathletes/
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March 20 

READ DURING SPRING BREAK 

Required:  Lefkowitz (1997) and Messner (2002A) 

Benedict (1997); Woog (1998); Ch 6: Burstyn (1999); Brackenridge (2002); Krane & 

Barber (2003); Caudwell (2003); Begany & Wilburn (2004); Wilkinson (2004) 

 

March 27 

Watch Thai film  Beautiful Boxer (2005)        Documentary about Transgender 

Kickboxer M to F  
Abstract/Outline of Presentations Due (2 pts.)  

Men Loving Men/Hating Women: Masculinity & Violence to Women & Gay Men in Sport. 
Sexual Harassment, rape, “power over‟ and peer/group influences.  

“Our Guys”: Lefkowitz’s Model of Athletes and Social Status 

Horizontal hostility: History of Gay Games to Present, Politcal OUTGames issues. 

All Topics Decided For Presentations 

Required:  Disch and Kane (1996/2000)* and Foucault (1977/1995)* 

Burton Nelson (1994); Johnston (2001); Brekhus (2003) and  

Chashmore & Parker (2003); Anderson (2006) and Nasco & Webb (2006)   

 

April 3 

Take Home Exam Distributed (25 pts.) 

Foucault‟s Interpretation of the Panopticon As it applies to the Locker Room and 

Sport Spaces: Sexual surveillance, the locker room as closet, Psychic Repression, 

and dissonance of the “Gaze.” 

Pierre Bourdieu‟s Symbolic Violence 

SECOND ANALYSIS PAPER DUE (15 pts.) 

Required:   Chase (2006) AND Johns & Johns (2000) OR Wilson (2002) OR  

Markula (2003) OR  Pringle & Markula (2005) OR  Brown (2006) OR Burris (2006)  

Bloom (2002); 

 

April 10 

SECOND ANALYSIS PAPER DUE (15 pts.) )…LAST OPPORTUNITY   

Social Psychology, Culture, Sport and the Transgender Movement 

Watch film 100% Women (2005)        Documentary about Transgender athlete  

M to F Canadian Mountain Biker Michelle Dumaresq  

Required:  Birrell & Cole’s Double Fault (1990/1994) and  

Chapter 7 Caudwell  

Rothblatt (1995) 

 

April 17 

KATE BORNSTEIN           LECTURE AND PERFORMANCE               REQUIRED 

CLASS BEGINS at 7:00 PM       at  the College Avenue Rutgers Student Center   

          Multi Purpose Room 
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FYI:  TRANSAMERICA  The Movie is Showing from 5 pm to 7 pm in the Red Lion on 

College Avenue and From 10 pm to MidNight in Center Hall at Busch Campus 

Center: It is NOT required but if you have not seen it you might want to… 

CAN MEET KATE BORNSTEIN: More opportunity for one-on-one and Questions 

NOON    PANE ROOM      ALEXANDER LIBRARY 

Required: GOOD & Sherrod (2001) AND Coakley in Eitzen (2005) OR  

Ch 2: Beal & Wilson (2004) OR Chapter 7: Wheaton (2005); AND CHOICE OF  

ONE OF  20  RACE & SPORT READINGS…suggest Markovitz (2006) 
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April 24 

Course Wrap Up:  

Capitalism, Comodification, Consumption and Corperal Bodies:  Lifestyle, 

 Alternative/Extreme Sports and Behaviors 

Changing The Game: Future Directions of The Psychosocial and intersections of 

 gender, sexuality, race and social justice in Sport.  

Athletes FINALLY  Become…Just Ahtletes! 

CLASS PRESENTATIONS (20 Points) 

         

May 1 

LAST CLASS             Can turn in Take Home (Also have until May 3rd…No later!)   

REMAINING CLASS PRESENTATIONS    

 

FRIDAY MAY  9th  BY 5:00  P.M.   

Turn IN Take Home Exam:       Room 109, Bishop House, 115 College Avenue by 5 p.m. 

 

Last Day To Turn In Take Home Exam (25 pts.) 

 
PROVIDE LARGE SELF-ADDRESSED, STAMPED ENVELOPE IF YOU WANT YOUR PAPER BACK 

AND GRADES…OTHERWISE, ONLY PRESENTATION SUMMARY WILL BE E-MAILED TO YOU ! 

 
REMEMBER PARTICIPATION IS 25% OF YOUR OVERALL GRADE  



 

Monday, May 5 th    Last Day of Classes     

Tues, May 6 th & Wed, May 7 th        Reading Days  

 

Thursday, May 8 th    Final Exams Begin  

 

I BE DONE, SO…                         Unless extenuating circumstances (Dean letter), 

                                                           Take Home Exams Will NOT be accepted after May 9 th!! 

 

Wednesday, May 14 th    Final Exams End 

 

day, May   th     Commencement  
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Faculty: Senior Dean of Students         Mark Schuster                 Office: (732) 932-2300   

E-mail:  seniordean@echo.rutgers.edu         Office Hours:  Call office for appointment   

Class Meets Thursdays, 7th and 8th Periods, 6:10 to 9:00 p.m.        Bishop House    Room 101 

Office: 115 College Avenue, Bishop House, Room 109 

Course Requirements: 

 

1. Attendance:  Grades drop by one-third (1/3) (from A to A - ) for two unexcused absences, by two-

thirds (2/3, from A to B+) for three absences, by a full grade level for four unexcused absences 

(from A to B).  You will FAIL the course for missing more than four unexcused absences/classes. 

 

2. Analysis Papers:  Two 4-6 page Analysis papers are required.  These papers are NOT mere reports or 

description of the readings or class events.  These assignments must be a synthesis, critique,  

and reflection and assessment of class discussions, supported by your analysis associated with 

integrating the readings, videos/films and class discussions.  Papers MUST BE TYPED AND DOUBLE-

SPACED.  Late Papers = one point per day…including  weekends/vacations. 

 

Each Short Paper worth 15 points (30 Total) and due on the following dates:  

Feb. 14th or 21st:  First Analysis of class discussions, videos/films and readings. 

April 3rd OR April 10th:   Second Analysis of class discussions, videos/films, debate,  

and OUR GUYS (Lefkowitz) book readings.”Gaypril”  Due MAY 1, LAST DAY OF CLASS: Observation of 

two (2) events and analysis of the experience.   THIS IS AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE SECOND PAPER.  

 

3. Take Home Exam:  On APRIL 3rd, instructions for a take-home exam that covers the required book, 

readings, videos and films will be distributed.  Your analysis must be supported by as many of the 

required readings as possible.  Take home is due on May 1 or May 9th   and will be TYPED, DOUBLE- 

SPACED, no more less than 5 and NO MORE than10 pages                           (Worth 25 Points)     

 

4. Presentations:  Students have the option of working individually OR in a group to further explore 

any appropriate topic(s) covered, or not covered…but in greater depth.  Relevant, approved new 

topics are also possible.  In order to insure a diversity of topics, students must hand in an 

abstract, an outline of the presentation, and equipment needed by March 27th [two points (for 

each missing) will be deducted from the overall presentation grade if the abstract, outline and 

equipment are not submitted on March 27th].  Students are responsible for announcing any 

potentially offensive material before they present.  Each student/group will briefly present to 

the class during the final two weeks of class.  Presentations are worth 20 points.  They are 

limited to ten minutes per person.  A Handout for the class is required the day of the presentation, 

deductions will be made if one is not provided and copies are not made for classmates.  A one-page 

list of references/sources for the presentation must be distributed to the class at the end of 

your presentation (including any websites used).                                                                   ( Worth 20 Points) 

 

5. Class Participation:  The overall enjoyment of this class will rely on the richness and quality  

of class discussions.  Therefore, attendance, participation, and your personal contribution to 

provocative discussions may alter your final grade (both positively and negatively) by as much as  

a FULL grade level. Journal writing/E-mailing is an alternative.                        (Participation = 25 pts) 

 

6. Grading:  Points from Papers (2 X 14 pts. each), the Take Home exam (25 pts.), and the presentation 

(20 pts.) = 75 Points.   ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION (25 pts.) will be taken in account AFTER 

these totals (see number five above).  

 

90 – 100      A    76 – 79   C +  59 & Below = Clueless, 

86 – 89         B+    70 – 75   C                     Gets      F 

80 – 85         B    60 – 69  D          

“A” reflects exceptional, outstanding work.   “B” is good, above average work.   

“C” is satisfactory, average work    and    “D” is below average, poor work. 

“F” is usually given to persons that have excessive absences, stopped coming to class, plagiarized, 

failed to turn in assignments, did not participate in class discussions, and/or had absolutely  

“no clue” regarding assignments or content. 

mailto:seniordean@echo.rutgers.edu
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REQUIRED TEXT (AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK EDITION AT NEW JERSEY BOOKS) 

 Lefkowitz, Bernard (1997).  OUR GUYS: The Glenn Ridge rape and the 

Secret Life of the perfect suburb.  New York: Vintage Books. 

SUGGESTED BOOK READINGS 

Bloom, Amy (2002).  Normal: Transsexual CEOs, Crossdressing Cops, and Hermaphrodites with 

Attitude.  New York: Vintage Books.  

Caudwell, Jane (Ed.) (2006).  Sport, Sexualities, and Queer/Theory.  London and New York: 

Routledge, taylor & Francis Group. 

Coakley, Jay. (Ninth Edition). (2007).  Sport in Society: Issues and controversies.  New York: McGraw 

Hill, Higher Education Division. 

Griffin, Pat (1998).  Strong women, deep closets: Lesbians and homophobia in sports.  Champaign, 

Illinois: Human Kinetics. 

Heywood, Leslie & Dworkin, Sheri L. (2003).  Built to Win: The Female Athlete as Cultural Icon.  

Minneapolis, Minn: University of Minnesota Press. 

Messner, Michael (2002).  Taking the Field: Women, Men and Sports.  Minneapolis, Minn: University of 

Minnesota Press. 

Miller, Toby (2001).  Sportsex.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press.  

Pronger, Brian (2002).  Body Fascism: Salvation in the Technology of Physical Fitness.  Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press. 

Woog, Dan (2002).  Jocks 2: Coming out to play.  Los Angeles, CA: Alyson Books. 

Woog, Dan (1998).  Jocks: True stories of America‟s gay male athletes. LA, CA: Alyson Books. 

Expectations of the Course: 

 Be on time, prepared and mentally present (which includes a sense of humor and having fun!). 

 

 Open minded and respectful of other people‟s feelings and viewpoints (which includes one person speaking  

at a time).  The only discourse worse than NO point of view is ONE point of view! 

 

 Confidentiality: creating an emotionally safe environment in the classroom is crucial.  This includes NEVER 

asking for, feeling pressured to share, or referring to a person‟s private life or affectional preferences in  

class (unless you have obtained prior approval from the individual). 

 

 Hate speech and writing of any kind are ABSOLUTELY not allowed.  Exploring the topic of sexuality is a  

critical and provocative process, but this IS NOT a license to offend any person or group.  One course goal  

is to increase the overall understanding, awareness, acceptance and respect for persons of different 

backgrounds and lifestyles in ALL classroom settings…especially this one!  This process is a continuum  

where MUTUAL RESPECT (very different from tolerance) is the ultimate objective.  This focus leaves no room 

for anyone to feel entitled.  Bashing another person or group In order to empower another, simply because  

one has been historically harassed, abused or victimized by society, or other groups…is no excuse for verbal 

provocation, unacceptable behavior or hate speech.  

 

 Any individual with varied abilities: (such as physical, learning, psychological and language) should  

communicate to the professor privately any special needs or accommodations to enhance learning 

(modification of seating, testing or class requirements).  ALL class members will be responsible for making  

the learning for anyone with different abilities an equitable and enjoyable experience. 

 

 Everyone is expected to be an ACTIVE participants in creating lively, dynamic, useful and provocative class 

discussions.   In this journey, one set of beliefs and values may create discomfort for some.  Another goal  

of this course is to develop internal ideological consistency as a guide for respectful, appropriate and  

ethical behavior, analysis and public discourse.  Each individual is responsible for pointing out what might be 

offensive or outrageous (versus provocative and critical).  It is expected that the class and professor will  

have an opportunity to resolve what is objectionable IN CLASS, before seeking outside sources (such as 

parents, deans, Presidents, Board of Directors and especially The Targum).  A critical part of mutual respect  

and the ethic of caring is anticipating and delivering your thoughts in an appropriate manner…so your audience  

can “HEA R IT!”  Keep in mind: One person‟s emotional noise is another person‟s music !  Working out conflict,  

disagreements, and varied points of view can be the most useful and educational part of truly exploring the 

psychosocial relationship between the individual and culture in today‟s diverse and inclusive communities.  

 

 Plagiarism: plagiarism includes --but is not limited to-- over quoting, not citing sources properly, and not 

understanding how to properly paraphrase.  This topic is my expertise and professional passion: I know 

personally many of these authors and I certainly know the writing styles of MOST of them!  Please read  

The university‟s policies on plagiarism. I Supervise the Director of Student Judicial Affairs For The University 

HINT!  SO…DON‟T EVEN THINK ABOUT IT !!! 


