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SPRING 2010           Course Topical Outline and Readings 

Meets Thursdays from 6:10 to 9:00 p.m.   Bishop House Room 101 

Dean Mark Schuster, Senior Dean of Students 

Affiliate Faculty in American Studies, Women & Gender Studies, and Psychology 

THURSDAY,  January 21st  

Introductions of Course and each other: Goals, Expectations and Deliverables. 

Watch Movie (2008) Chris Bell‟s Movie  BIGGER, STRONGER, FASTER 

READ FOR NEXT WEEK (Will follow this pattern each week):  

REQUIRED:  TEXT (2010), CH.  1, Examining Identity in Sports Media (Hudley & Billings) 

AND: Dunning (1994/1986), Ch. 11 Sport as a Male Preserve  in Women, Sport & Culture 

AND: Susan Birrell & Mary McDonald‟s (2000).  Reading Sport, Articulating Power Lines 

              Introduction in Reading Sport: Critical Essays on Power and Representation. 

 

CLASS Handout: 

Sociologist R.W. Connell‟s “Core (Sport)” vs. “Peripheral” institutions (Handout) 

THURSDAY, January 28th         
WATCHING MOVIE   Doping for Gold    Steroid Use in the Olympics  

PUT YOUR “TWO CENTS” IN:  Exercise to model class participation.                  
Class Discussion of Documentaries and readings.  

REQUIRED READING:  Birrell & McDonald‟s (2000) Reading Sport: CH. 1, Trujillo, Media 

Representations of Nolan Ryan and American Sports Culture.  AND:   Trujillo  

(1995).  Machines, Missiles and Men:  Images of Male Body on ABC‟s Monday Night Football. 

OR Oates (2009) New Media and the repacking of NFL fandom in Sociology of Sport      

       Journal;  

OR  Wada & Williams (2006) Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds, BALCO, and the Steroids 

Scandal that Rocked Professional Sports. 

 

Look at History of Football at Rutgers and Paul Robeson on RU Athletics‟ Website. 

    Also, Skim  Chapter 5 (2009) Football Games.  In Gem‟s and Pfister‟s  

 Understanding American Sport. 

If Interested:   Gems & Pfister (2009) Chapters 5 & 6   Football Games and College Sport 

 

THURSDAY, February 4 th     

Clips from “Pumping Iron II: The Women (1985)   

Title IX:  The Stronger Women get, the more men love football (Burton Nelson)  

“If You Let Me Play Sports” and The Costume “Male function” at the 1999 

Women‟s Soccer Worldcup Championship and “Who‟s Got Next?” 

REQUIRED READING:  Birrell (2000). CH. 4. Feminist Theories of Sport.   In Coakley and 

Dunning‟s Handbook of Sports Studies and Ch. 5 of TEXT (2010): Gendered Sports Dirt : 

Interrogating Sex and the Single Beer Commercial 

AND CHOOSE ONE:  Lucas (2000) Nike Commercial Solution; Cooky & McDonald  (2005) If You Let 

Me Play…; Brumberg (1997)  The Body Project: An Intimate History of American Girls; McGrath & Hill 

(2009) “Big Freaky-Looking Women”: Normalizing Gender Transgression through Bodybuilding in 

Sociology of Sport Journal; Agliata & Tantless-Dunn (2004)The impact of media exposure on male‟s 

body image;  Bell & McNaughton, D. (2007) Feminism and the invisible Fat Man in Body & Society;  
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Bridges (2009) Gender Capital and Male Bodybuilders in Body & Society; Fussel‟s (1992) Muscle; 

Chase (2008). Running Big: Clydesdale Runners and Technologies of the Body in Sociology of Sport 

Journal; Zanker & Gard (2008). Fatness, fitness, and the moral universe of Sport and Physical 

activity in Sociology of Sport Journal; Dixon (2008). Big Girls Don‟t Cry: Fitness, fatness, and the 

Production of feminist Knowledge in Sociology of Sport Journal; Murray (2008) Pathologizing 

„fatness‟: Medical Authority and Popular Culture in Sociology of Sport Journal;  Jamieson, Stringer 

& Andrews (2008).  Athletic Fatness: Forgiving corpulence in elite bodies in Sociology of Sport 

Journal; Sykes & McPhail (2008) Unbearable Lessons: Contesting Fat Phobia in Physical 

Education in Sociology of Sport Journal; Homlund (1989) Flex Appeal in Pumping Iron Films ; Lloyd 

(1996).Feminism, aerobics and the Politics of the  Body;  Gard (2008) Fatness, Fitness and moral 

university of sport; Marzano-Parisoli (2001) The Contemporary construction of a Perfect Body 

Image: Bodybuilding, Exercise addiction and Eating Disorders; Patton (2001). Rock Hard: Judging 

Female Physique; Pope  et al (2000). The Adonis complex: The Secret Crisis of Male Body Obsession; 

Radenbush & Meyer (2003) Muscular dissatisfaction and supplement use among male intercollegiate 

athletes; Pronger (2002).  Body Fascism: Salvation in the Technology of Physical Fitness; Markula 

(2001) Beyond the Perfect Body: Women‟s Body Image Distortion in Fitness Magazine Discourse.  

Journal of Sport & Social Issues; Brown (2006) Bourdieu‟s “Masculine Domination” Thesis & The 

Gendered Body… ; Pringle & Markula (2005). A Foucauldian analysis of masculinity in Rugby; 

Lyubomirsky et al (2001). What triggers abnormal eating in bulimic and non-bulimic… 

 

THURSDAY,  February 11th    

“It Takes A Beauty Queen”: Violence, “Power Over,” Gender and Mediated Beauty in Sport.  

Discussion.  Body Fascism, eating disorders and Body Dismorphia 

 

Showing Parts of the Movie “Our Guys: The Glen Ridge Rape Trial   

Parts of Movie: “Wrestling with Manhood: Boys, Bullying, and Battering” 

Parts of Movie:  Bras Boys : Violence and Gangs in Surfing Culture 

REQUIRED: Lefkowitz, Bernard (1997)  OUR GUYS: The Glen Ridge Rape and the secret Life 

of the Perfect Suburb. AND Hudley & Billings  TEXT (2010) CH. 3. Exploring the Influence of 

Mediated Beauty: Competitive Female Athletes‟ Perceptions of Ideal Beauty in Athletes and 

Other Women  OR CH. 4. Making Masculinity and Framing Femininity: FIFA, Soccer, and World 

Cup Websites in Examining… OR Walton & Helstein (2008)  Triumph of Backlash: Wrestling 

community and the “Problem” of TITLE IX in Sociology of Sport Journal. 

 

Suggested Reading:  Benedict, J. (1997) Public Heroes, private felons: Athletes and 

crimes against women OR  Rhoads (1995)   Whales Tales, Dog Piles and Beer Goggles ; 

Bordo, Susan (1995) Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture and the Body. Go to 

Google and under more, “Books” Then enter Author and Title;  Bordo, Susan (1999) The 

Male Body: A New Look at Men in Public and Private; 

THURSDAY,  February 18th 

Educational Debate on Single Sex Spaces  (Male/Female Only) Vs. Mixed Teams  

and Spaces   toward the “Hybrid” and the “Ultimate” Athlete 

 

Lefkowitz‟s Model of Social Status of Elite Athletes    

Mestizas in Sport : Concepts of Hybridity and “In Between” Spaces/identities 

THE MEGATEXT: The Impact of Media, ZOOMING Cultural & Personal Identities. 

The BUID UP & TEAR DOWN of Athletic Heroes/ines and Wanting Figure Skaters and  

Gymnasts to Fall Down                                     Reality Television vs.  The Gladiators & Lions 
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Required:  Messner, Michael (2002) Chapter 2: The Triad of Violence in Men‟s Sport in  

                      Taking the Field: Women, men and sports. 

OR  Thorpe (2006). “Beyond “decorative sociology”: Contextualizing female surf,  

   skate,a nd snowboarding in Sociology of Sport Journal 

OR   Brackenridge, C (2002).  Men Loving Men Hating Women: The Crisis of  

              Masculinity and Violence to Women in Sport   in  Gender and Sport: A Reader      

OR   Vertinsky in Deconstructing Sport History (2006) Phillips (Ed). Ch 10.   

   Time Gentleman Pleas: The Space and Place of Gender in Sport. 

OR  Beltran, Cristina. (2004). Patrolling borders: Hybrids, hierarchies and  

  the challenge of Mestizaje  in Political Research Quarterly. 

OR  Jamieson (2003). Occupying a middle space: Toward a Mestiza sport studies in  

  Sociology of Sport Journal. 

SUGGESTED: 

Swanson (2009). Soccer Fields of Culture [re]production: Creating „good boys‟ in 

surburban American in Sociology of Sport Journal 

Kian & Mondello (2008) Masculine Hegemonic Hoops: An Analysis of Media Coverage of 

March Madness in Sociology of Sport Journal. 

THURSDAY,  February 25th   
ANALYSIS PAPER DUE: First Date Option          FLUID IDENTITIES…”IN MOTION”:  The Certain 

Terror for LGBT Athletes  OR  ATHLETES ARE ATHLETES !! 

Schuster‟s Campus Games: When Gender, Race, and Sexuality Collide in Sport 

REQUIRED:  Alvarez (2008) Muscle Boys: Gay Gym Culture OR Elling and Janssens (2009). 

Sexuality as a Structural Principle in Sport Participation in International Review for 

Sociology of Sport OR  King (2008). What‟s Queer about (Queer) Sport Sociology now? In 

Sociology of Sport Journal OR   Mark Tewksbury mark (2006).  Inside Out: Straight Talk 

from a Gay Jock; OR  Esera Tuaolo (2006).  Alone in the Trenches: My Life as a Gay Man in the 

NFL OR  Bean, Billie (2003) Going the other way: Lessons from a life in and out of major-

league Baseball; OR  Louganis, Greg (1995).  Breaking the Surface: Diving OR Owen, 

Gareth (2007). Catching crabs: Competitive rowing In Jane Caudwell‟s (Ed.) Sport, 

sexualities, and queer/ theory 

 

SUGGESTED READING:  Anderson (Gumby) (2006) In the Game: Gay Athletes & the Cult 

of Masculinity ; LAural Davis (1997)  The Swimsuit issue and sports Illustrated 

(Chapters 1 and Chapter 8) Go to Google and under more; Raymond, D. (1995).  Feminism 

on thin ice: Re-fusing dualism in the narrative of Nancy and Tanya In C. Baughman (Ed.) 

Women on ice: Feminist essays on Tonya Harding/ Nancy Kerrigan spectacle;   

 

THURSDAY , March 4th 

FINAL DATE FOR ANALYSIS PAPER 

Theories of Race in sport: closer to position of power (the ball) More White and   

    Further Away from the Ball/Power, more athletes of Color (currently Contested)  

Myths Vs. Realities of RACE: Michael Jordan & Tiger Woods INC. and Coaching  

REQUIRED:   TEXT (2010) Chapter 8. The Whiteness of Sport Media/Scholarship   

OR  

TEXT (2010). Chapter 9.  A Content Analysis of Racial Representations of NBA  Athletes 

on Sports Illustrated Magazine Covers  1970 - 2003 
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Required:  ONE OF THE CHOICES OF READINGS ON SPORT and RACE… 

 

Barnes, B., Steel, E., & McBride, S. (2007, April 13).  Behind the fall of Imus, A digital 

brush fire. The Wall Street Journal.   

Coad, David (2008). Chapter 6: Black Bodies in The Metrosexual: Gender, Sexuality, and 

Sport.  

Douglas, D.D. (2005).  Venus, Serena, and the Women‟s Tennis Association: When and 

where “race” enters.  Sociology of Sport Journal. 

Elling, A. & Knoppers, A. (2005). Sport, gender and race: Practises of symbolic 

inclusion/exclusion.  Journal of Youth and Adolescence. 

Entine, J. (2000).  Taboo: Why black athletes dominate sports and why we‟re afraid to 

talk about it.  

Erickson, B. (2005).  Style matters: Explorations of bodies, whiteness, and identity in 

rock climbing.  Sociology of Sport Journal 

Finley, P. & Finley, L. (Eds.) (2006d).  Chapter 7: Racism, sexism, and classism: In The sports 

industry‟s war on athletes.  

Giacobbi, P.R. & DeSensi, J.T. (1999).  Media portrayals of Tiger Woods:  

A qualitative deconstruction examination.  Quest. 

Gough, B. (2007).  Coming out in the heterosexist world of Sport:  A qualitative analysis of 

web postings by gay athletes.  Journal of Gay & Lesbian Psychotherapy. 

Hisia, J. (1988).  Asian Americans fight the myth of the super student. Chapter 5 in Asian 

Americans in higher education and at work. 

Hoberman, J.  (1997).  Darwin‟s athletes: How sport has damaged Black America and 

preserved the myth of race. 

Hughes, G. (2004.) Managing black guys: Representation, corporate culture, and the 

NBA.  Sociology of Sport Journal. 

Jamieson, K.M. (2003). Occupying a middle space: Toward a Mestiza sport studies.  

Sociology of Sport Journal, 20. 

King, C. (2004).  Race and cultural identity: playing the race game inside football.  Leisure 

Studies. 

LaFrance, M. & Rail, G. (2000).  “As bad as he says he is?” Interrogating Dennis Rodman‟s 

subversive potential:74-107.  In S. Birrell and M.G. McDonald (Ed.) Reading sport: Critical 

essays on power and representation. 

Leonard, D.J. (2004).  The next M.J. or the next O.J.? Kobe Bryant, race, and the 

absurdity of colorblind rhetoric.  Journal of Sport & Social Issues.  

Markovitz, J. (2006).  Anatomy of a spectacle: Race, gender, and memory in the Kobe 

Bryant Rape case.  Journal of Sociology of Sport. 

May, R.A.B. (2009).  The good and bad of it all: Professional black male basketball players 

as role models for young black male basketball players.  Journal of Sociology of Sport 

Journal, 

McDonald, M.G. (2001). Michael Jordan‟s family values: Marketing, reasoning, and post-

Reagan America In The American body in context.  

McDonald, M.G. (2005).  Mapping whiteness in sport: An Introduction. Sociology of 

Sport Journal 

Miller, P. B. & Wiggins, D.K. (2004). Sport and the color line: Black 

athletes and race relations in Twentieth Century America.   

Satore, M.L. & Cunningham, B.G. (2006). Stereotypes, Race, and Coaching. Journal of 

African American Studies 

     Sharpley-Wighting, D. (2007).  Pimps up hoes down: Hip hops hold on black women.  

Spencer, N.E. (2004).  Sister Act VI: Venus and Serena Williams at Indian Wells: „Sincere 

fictions‟ and white racism.  Journal of Sport and Social Issues 

Smith, E., & Hattery, A.J. (2006)  Hey stud: Race, sex, and sports. Sexuality and Culture. 

Wenner, L.A. (2004b).  The good, the bad, and the ugly: Race, sport, and the public eye. 

Journal of Sport & Social Issues 

Wigginton, R. T. (2006c).  Chapter 5: “She‟s done more for her country than what the U.S. 

could have paid for her”: African American women and sports.  In The strange career of the 

black athlete: African Americans and sports. 
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THURSDAY, March 11 th    

Why Did Imus vs. Rutgers Women Articulate only Race in the nation Discourse? What 

Happened to The Discussion on Sex/uality, Gender and Class?(Bornstein) 

Showing Portions of BLACK MAGIC: When it was illegal for Whites to Play African 

American Athletes in College Basketball   

 

REQUIRED READING:   Disch and Kane (1996) When a Looker is a Bitch: Lisa Olson, 

Sport and the Heterosexual Matrix  

AND          Zizek (2008) CH. 5. Tolerance as an Ideological Category: The Culturalisation  

                   of Politics in Violence: SIX SIDEWAYS REFLECTIONS  

 

Suggested:  

Dolance, S. (2005). „A Whole Stadium Full‟: Lesbian community at Women‟s  National 

Basketball.  The Journal of Sex Research ; Lock, R. A. (2003).  The doping ban:Compulsory 

heterosexuality and lesbophobia.  International Review of Sociology of Sport; 

 

THURSDAY,  March 18 th  

IF YOU COME TO CLASS YOU WILL BE ALONE!!!!  SPRING BREAK,ENJOY!!   
But KEEP READING… 

SPRING RECESS:Begins Sat. March 13th ENDS Sun. March 21st 

 

Required:  Look at    Foucault, Michel (1995/ 1977).  Discipline and Punish: The birth of the 

Prison.  AND READ  MarKula‟s (2003) Technologies of Self: Sport, Feminism and Foucault.     

 

THURSDAY,  March  25 th 

Who Are the Guards and The Prisoners in Sport?   

Schuster‟s Keynote Presentation on FOUCAULT‟S PANOPTICON AS A METAPHOR FOR 

SEXUAL SERVEILLANCE IN THE “LOOKER” ROOM (The Role of “the Gaze” in Sport)Watch 

Movie  Training Rules (2009)  About Penn State‟s Rene Portland‟s Three Training 

Rules: No Drugs, No Drinking…No Lesbians!          Class Discussion 

ABSTRACT and OUTLINE of Presentation Due OR  

Topic and Abstract of Alternative to Presentation DUE 

 

Required:   TEXT (2010) Chapter 2, The Rene Portland Case: New Homophobia and  

                          Heterosexism in Women‟s Sports Coverage 

AND 

  REQUIRED ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

 

Goldie, T. (2008). Chapter 4: Penis Envy (74-95) and Chapter 5: There is no such thing as a 

bisexual (96-119) in Queersexlife: Autobiographical notes on sexuality, gender & 

identity; Sykes, H. & McPhail, D. (2008); Lord, M.G. (2004/1994).  Forever Barbie: The 

unauthorized biography of a real doll.;  Unbearable lessons: Contesting fat phobia in 

Physical Education; Turkle, A.R. (2000).  Are we still „prisoners of gender‟? Current 

psychoanalytic theories on women.  The American Journal of Psychoanalysis. 
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THURSDAY,  April FIRST (1)     No Kidding!!   

First Due Date for Alternative  to Presentation 

“If You Don‟t Pay the Witch Doctor, Your Penis Will Grow Back”   

Intersexed and Transgender Athletes: Just A Body or Performance Enhancement?    

 

Second Half: Go to See Margaret Cho at CAC Gym (Admission Fee) OR     
Reaction Paper to Either: Why is Cho Relevant to Course or  Compare Bras Boys  to 

Territoriality and Your Own Notions of  American Surfing Culture: DUE NEXT CLASS 

 

THURSDAY,  APRIL 8TH     

FINAL Due Date for Alternative  to Presentation 
American Sport Profiles” Individual , “Lifestyle” & Extreme Sports  Vs. Team Sports 

Watch Michelle Dumaresq (M to F Mountain Biker) Movie   100% Woman   

Clips from THAI (M to F ) Champion Boxer Movie   Beautiful Boxer (2005) 

Performance Enhancement?  Why Swim Suits, vs Souped-up Snowboards, Bicycles, 

Ski Equipemnt, Figure and Hockey Skates, or High-Tech Tennis Rackets? 

 

Required:  READ Laura Chase‟s Clydesdale or Chase on Rugby or Nancy Theberge‟s  

Higher Goals (Women‟s Hockey).    

and Chapter 8 of Gilbert ( 2005)  Better Than Sex: Surfing and the Imaginary of Male/Female  

         Desiring  in Sexuality, Sport and the Culture of Risk  

OR 

Ward (2008).  Athletic Expenditures and the academic mission of American schools: A group-

level Analysis” in Sociology of Sport Journal. 

 

THURSDAY,  April 15 th     

Can American Sport Exist without Competition, Nationalism and Capitalism?   

The Counter Argument: Alfie Kohn‟s          No Contest : The Case Against Competition 

College Athletics: Sporting Dollars vs. Academic Departments& Endowed Chairs 

The Role of Bowl Games, Television Rights and Media in College Sports 

TAKE HOME EXAM IS DISTRIBUTED:  DUE EITHER APRIL 29th LAST DAY OF CLASS OR  

By 5:00 P.M. in Dean Schuster‟s Office on FRIDAY May 7th, Bishop House Room 109. 

 

 

Required: Coakley, J. (2007a). 9th Edition, Chapter 3, An inspiration or an Opiate?  In Sports in  

                      Society: Issues and Controversies.    

AND  

Wilson, B. (2002) The “Anti-Jock” Movement: Reconsidering Youth Resistance, masculinity, 

and Sport Culture in the Age of the Internet 

OR   Singer (2008) Benefits and Detriments of African American Male Athlete‟s participation 

in a Big-Time College football Program in the International Review for the Sociology of 

Sport. 

OR 

Thorpe (2006). “Beyond “Decorative Sociology”: Contextualizing female surf, skate, and 

snowboarding in Sociology of Sport Journal. 
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THURSDAY,  April 22nd 

   First Round of Class Presentations     

 

Required:   

Wilson (2009). Digital activism: Neoliberalism, the Internet, and Sport for Youth 

Development in Sociology of Sport Journal. 

AND    Leonard (2009) New Media and Global Sporting Cultures: Moving Beyond the 

Cliches and Binaries in Sociology of Sport Journal  OR Zoonen & Roode (2008).  The 

integrative Power of Sprot: Imagined and Real Effects of Sport Events on Multicultural 

Integration in Sociology of Sport Journal;  

 

SUGGESTED:  

McKay & Dallaire (2009) Campus Newspaper Coverage of Varsity Sports in International 

Review for the Sociology of Sport; Miller & Hoffman (2009). Mental Well-Being and Sport-

Related identities in College Students in Sociology of Sport Journal; Zhang & Silk (2006).  

Recentering Beijing: Sport, space and subjectivities in Sociology of Sport Journal. 

THURSDAY,  April 29th 

Remainder of Class Presentations and Class Wrap Up LAST CLASS 

Is Sport an Inspiration or Opiate (Entertainment or Addiction)? 

What Will Sport and College Athletics Look Like 20 Years From Now? 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 7th         TAKE HOME IS DUE    Latest 5pm in Bishop House Room 109 

  

READING DAYS are Tues. MAY 4 and Wed. MAY 5TH.       

 

FRIDAY,  MAY 7th TAKE HOME IS DUE         

 

TAKE HOME IS DUE AT 5:00 P.M.  ON MAY 7th   in BISHOP HOUSE ROOM  109 

IF LATER THAN 5 pm on MAY 7th Need LETTER FROM ONE OF MY DEAN OF STUDENTS   

 

FRIDAY, MAY 7 TH     FINAL TIME TO SUBMIT TAKE HOME 

BY 5:00 No Later in Bishop House Room 109 

MONDAY, MAY 3rd  CLASSES END 

 

 

EXAMS BEGIN     THURSDAY, MAY 6th  

 

EXAMS END     WEDNESDAY, MAY 12th  
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Requirements and Learning Outcomes  

REQUIRED TEXT   

 Hudley, Heather L. & Billings, Andrew C. (Ed.) (2010).  Examining Identity in Sports 

Media.  Los Angeles, CA. : Sage Publishing (Paperback at  Barnes & Nobel, NB & COOP) 

 

SUGGESTED BOOK READINGS (NOT Required): 

 

Birrell, Susan & McDonald, Mary (Ed.) (2000).  Reading Sport: Critical Essays on Power and Representation.  

Boston: North eastern University Press. 

Gems, Gerald R. & Pfister, Gertrud (2009).  Understanding American Sports.  New York: Routledge.  

Hargreaves, Jennifer & Vertinsky, Patricia (Ed.) (2007). Physical Culture, Power, and the Body. New York: 

Routledge, Taylor & Francis. 

Heywood, Leslie & Dworkin, Sheri L. (2003).  Built to Win: The Female Athlete as Cultural Icon.  Minneapolis, 

Minn: University of Minnesota Press. 

Lefkowitz, Bernard (1997).  OUR GUYS: The Glenn Ridge Rape and the Secret Life of the Perfect Suburb. 

New York: Vintage Books. 

Philips, Murray G. (2006).  Deconstructing Sport History: A Postmodern Analysis.  Albany, NY:  

State University of New York Press. 

Markula, Pirkko (Ed.) (2005).  Feminist Sports Studies: Sharing Experiences of Joy and Pain.  Albany, NY: 

State University of New York Press. 

Messner, Michael (2002).  Taking the Field: Women, Men and Sports.  Minneapolis, Minn.: University of 

Minnesota Press.  

 

Course Requirements: 

 

1. Attendance:  Grades drop after two unexcused absences, missing THREE unexcused classes (which 

equals Three Weeks) your grade STARTS at a “C” and goes down from there.  You will FAIL the course 

for missing more than four unexcused absences/classes.  You must have a letter from one of MY Dean 

of Students, not me, for any absences beyond four or for late Take Home Exams.  

 

2. Paper:  One 5-8 page Analysis paper is required.  This papers is NOT a mere book report or description  

of the readings or  in-class events/discussions.  This assignment is a synthesis, critique, reflection  

and assessment of class discussions, supported by your analysis and CRITICAL THINKING associated 

with integrating the readings, videos/films and class discussions.  Papers MUST BE TYPED AND  

DOUBLE-SPACED.  Late Papers = one point per day…including  weekends/vacation       (Worth 25pts.) 

 

ANALYSIS Paper due on one of the following dates:  

All Readings, class discussions, videos/films & Readings Up to AND INCLUDING Due on Feb 25th. 

FEBRUARY 25th :  FIRST DATE OPTION of ANALYSIS PAPER …OR     MARCH 4th :  FINAL DATE OPTION   

 

3. Presentation OR ONE of TWO Alternative Paper Options (Three Options Total):   

Presentation: students have the option of working individually OR in a group to further explore  

any appropriate topic(s).  If it is a topic NOT covered in class, it needs to be approved by Professor  

By March 25th.  If it is a topic covered, there needs to be a different perspective or focus than the in 

class discussion…in greater depth.  Relevant.  to insure a diversity of topics, students must hand in  

an abstract, and outline of the presentation, and equipment needed by March 25th (Minus One Point  

for each missing) deduction from the overall presentation grade if the abstract or outline Missing. 

Students are responsible for announcing any potentially offensive material before they present.   

Each student/group will briefly present to the class during the final two weeks of class.  

Presentations are worth 25 points.  They are limited to ten minutes per person.  A Handout for the  

class is required the day of the presentation. A one-page list of references/sources for the 

presentation must be distributed to the class at the end of your presentation (including any  

websites used).                                                                               ( Worth 20 Points) 

 

FIRST ALTERNATIVE TO PRESENTATION OPTION: Attendace to TWO (2) Lectures or Films  

and analysis of the two.   Must be a relevant topic to the course and your thoughts before and  

how your views changed after the event.  The write-up is 3-4 pages and it is  Due on the date of the  

First Presentations which is     April 22nd.                                               (Worth 20 Points)     
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SECOND ALTERNATIVE TO PRESENTATION OPTION: ANALYSIS of One (1) Sport Film or Topic  

BACKED UP by research and supporting evidence from books or journal articles.   Must be  

a relevant topic to the course and your thoughts before and after you do the research.  close to  

a research paper on a topic. The write-up is 5 to 7 pages.                              

Due on date of First Presentations which is     April 22nd.                                    (Worth 20 Points)      

 

4. Take Home Exam:  On APRIL 15th, instructions and the take-home exam that covers the required book, 

readings, videos, films, and class discussions will be distributed.  Your analysis must be supported by  

as many of the required readings and class discussions as possible.  Take home is due on April 29th  

or May 7th   and will be TYPED, DOUBLE- SPACED, not less than 5 Pages and NO MORE than10 

pages.                                                                                                               (Worth 30 Points)     

 

5. Class Participation:  The overall enjoyment of this class will rely on the richness and quality of  

class discussions.  Therefore, attendance, participation, and your personal contribution to  

provocative discussions may alter your final grade (both positively and negatively) by as much as  

a FULL grade level. Journal writing IN YOUR Sakai DROP BOX is an alternative to in class participation.  

                                                                                                                                                                             (Participation = 25 pts) 

 

6. Grading:  Points from FIRST Paper (25 Pts.), the presentation or one of two ALTERNATIVES (20 pts.), 

the Take Home exam (30 pts.) and PARTICIPATION (25 pts.) = 100 Points Total..   

Attendance will be taken in account AFTER these totals                                             (see number one above).  

 

90 – 100      A     76 – 79   C +       59 & Below = Clueless, F 

86 – 89         B+     70 – 75   C                

80 – 85         B     60 – 69  D          

“A” reflects exceptional, outstanding work.   “B” is good, above average work.   

“C” is satisfactory, average work    and    “D” is below average, poor work. 

“F” is reserved for folks who stop coming and have no clue what is going on in class. 
 

Expectations and Learning Outcomes for the Course: 

 

 Be on time, prepared and mentally present (which includes a sense of humor and having fun!). 

 

 Open minded and respectful of other people‟s feelings and viewpoints (which includes one person speaking  

at a time).  The only discourse worse than NO point of view is ONE point of view! 

 

 Confidentiality: creating an emotionally safe environment in the classroom is crucial.  This includes NEVER  

asking for, feeling pressured to share, or referring to a person‟s private life or affectional preferences in  

class (unless you have obtained prior approval from the individual). 

 

 using media as a mirror, One of the MAJOR Learning Outcomes for this course is  to reflect on major sporting  

events throughout history more critically and to be able to identify what they tell us about American Culture  

and society.   

 

 By the end of the course, students should be more able to “articulate” how sport has evolved and shaped  

American society, culture, and our current national “personality” and values. 

 

 By the end of the course, Students should be able to recognize the impact of societal norms on the his/her 

Storical lack of (but improving) athletic opportunities and resources for women, persons or color, persons  

from low socioeconomic backgrounds and abilities, and how/who athletes choose to love.  these deficit  

models need to be deconstructed and replaced with the empowering notion that athletes are athletes! 

 

 Commitment to Social Justice and Civility:   Exploring the topic of Sport and the Body in Motion is a critical  

and provocative process, but this IS NOT a license to offend any person or group.  One course Learning  

outcome is to increase the overall understanding, awareness, acceptance and respect for persons of  

different backgrounds and lifestyles in ALL classroom settings…especially this one!  This process is a  

continuum where MUTUAL RESPECT (very different from tolerance) is the ultimate objective.  This focus  

leaves no room for the entitled or  bashing another person (or group) in order to empower another.  simply  

because one has been historically harassed, abused or victimized by society, or other groups, is no excuse  

for acting uncivil, verbal or psychological insensitivity or disregard for social justice issues.   
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 Any individual with varied abilities: (such as physical, learning, psychological and language) should  

communicate to the professor privately any special needs or accommodations to enhance learning  

(modification of seating, testing or class requirements).  ALL class members  will be responsible for  

making learning for anyone with different abilities an equitable and enjoyable experience. 

 

 Everyone is expected to be ACTIVE participants in creating lively, dynamic, provocative  And RESPECTFUL 

class discussions.   In this journey, one set of beliefs and values may create discomfort for some.  Another  

learning outcome for this course is to develop consistency in critical thinking.  In this spirit, there should be  

a class commitment for respectful, appropriate, and ethical behavior during analysis and public discourse and 

debates.  Each individual is responsible for pointing out what might be considered offensive or outrageous  

(versus provocative and critical).  It is expected that the class and professor will have an opportunity to  

resolve what is objectionable IN CLASS, before seeking outside sources (such as parents, deans, Presidents,  

Board of Directors and especially media).  A critical part of mutual respect and the ethic of caring is  

anticipating and delivering your thoughts in an appropriate manner…so your audience can “HEA R IT!”   

Keep in mind: One person‟s emotional noise is another person‟s music !  Working out conflict, disagreements,  

and varied points of view can be the most useful and educational part of truly exploring the relationship  

between the individual and culture in today‟s diverse and inclusive communities.  

 

Any individual 

 PLAGIARISM and ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: plagiarism includes --but is not limited to-- over quoting, not citing  

sources properly, and not understanding how to properly paraphrase.  The Sport topic is my expertise and 

professional passion: I know personally many of these authors and I certainly know the writing styles of  

MOST of them!    Please read The university‟s policies on Academic Integrity and plagiarism at:  

 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu 

 

 I Supervise the Director of Student Conduct Office For The University HINT!  SO…DON‟T EVEN THINK ABOUT IT !!! 
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